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51ST MEETING ON MACROPROBLEMS 2026 
For an exchange of opinions among international young people 

 
FROM THE SKY AND EARTH A CONTINUOUS DIALOGUE WITH SCIENCE 

Astronomy Geology Meteorology Botany Agriculture 
 
The continuous dialogue 'from the sky and earth' between sciences such as 
astronomy, geology, meteorology, botany and agriculture illustrates how the 
study of celestial bodies, the Earth and its biosphere are interconnected. 
Astronomy studies celestial phenomena, whereas geology analyses the 
composition, structure and evolution of the Earth, which in turn is the subject 
of meteorology through the study of atmospheric phenomena. 
Botany and agriculture deal with the vegetable life and its cultivation, 
phenomena deeply influenced by astronomical cycles, climate and terrestrial 
geology. 
  
• Astronomy: It studies celestial bodies such as planets, stars, comets and 
galaxies, and the phenomena happening outside the terrestrial atmosphere. 
Its link with the Earth is fundamental since cosmic events can influence life and 
processes on our planet. 
• Geology: It's concentrated on the composition and structure of the Earth, 
including the processes which have formed and and continue to shape its 
crust. This scientific branch is crucial to understand natural resources and 
geological perils, which in their turn influence agriculture and human life. 
• Meteorology: It's the sciences studying physical and chemical phenomena of 
the atmosphere, such as the weather and climate. Weather forecast is vital for 
agriculture which depends on the atmospheric conditions for crop growth. 
• Botany: It studies plants, their growth and environment. Plants are essential 
for agriculture which in turn relies on the understanding of growth cycles, 
photosynthesis and adjustment of plants to environmental conditions. 
• Agriculture: Even though it's not a separate scientific discipline  like the 
others, it's a direct and crucial discipline of all these sciences. Agriculture 
depends on the knowledge of botany to grow crops, of meteorology to plan 
seeding and harvests, of geology for the quality of the soil and the astronomy 
to understand the seasonal cycles and their influence on crops. 
 This continuous dialogue between sciences shows how the celestial 
phenomena, geological processes, climate vegetable life and human activities 
are strictly intertwined, thus forming an interconnected system. 
  
 According to the above-mentioned considerations, Schools and Students 
are invited to participate in the Macroproblems 2025/2026  Contest 
 Schools and Students can participate in the following sectors: 
FIGURATIVE ARTS ( A4 or A3 format), JOURNALISM AND RESEARCH, 
LITERATURE, VIDEO APP/INTERNET HYPERTEXTS, PHOTOGRAPHY, MUSIC, 
THEATRE AND ENTERTAINMENT 



“The fundamental question for the future of humanity is the continuous development of the human being 
who will have to adjust to living, developing and organising a satisfactory quality of life in presumably more 
and more complex and difficult situations. However, the most urgent problem is to block the growing 
militarisation of the human society.  
The legitimate and noble spirit of self defence has been corrupted by the arms race which is today a well-
defined threat, if not of destruction, surely of irreparable disasters and indescribable sufferings for the entire 
human species. If the present trends continue, undoubtedly one day this threat will end up becoming a 
reality and the possibility of a decent life for our children will disappear completely” ( Aurelio Peccei, 1977) 
  
We suggest some themes giving the freedom to teachers and students to choose and develop others within 
the framework of school programmes: 
 1. In collaboration with Marco Castellani, researcher at INAF – Rome Astronomical Observatory  
ASTRONOMY: THE MOON BETWEEN HISTORY, STORY, SCIENCE, POETRY, MISSIONS AND UNDERGOING 
PROJECTS 
  
2. In collaboration with explorer Davide Peluzzi , President of EXPLORA NUNAAT INTERNATIONAL 
GEOLOGY IS UNDERSTANDING OUR PLANET, OUR HISTORY, OUR FUTURE  
The natural risks such as earthquakes, tsunamis, volcanic eruptions, floods, the disappeared Italian lakes, the 
sacred and mineralised springs, the dead thermal areas; the impact on seism-induced soil such as landslides, 
collapses, liquefactions of the soil, lake creations, channel blocks and landscape modifications. 
  
3. In collaboration with Riccardo Guarino, Professor of Environmental and Applied Botany. 
PLANTS ARE IMPORTANT FOR THE ENVIRONMENT AND MAN 
Men's lives entirely depend on plants, not only for the oxygen supply, to meet their energy needs in the form 
of fossil resources accumulated in millions of years and give medicines and food. 
  
4. In collaboration with Roberto Madrigali, meteorologist-researcher 
WHAT'S THE WEATHER LIKE ?  Meteorology studies the atmospheric phenomena by analysing variables such 
as temperature, pressure and humidity to forecast the weather: the terrestrial atmosphere, in particular the 
troposphere, and all the physical and chemical phenomena happening there, such as the cloud, rain and wind 
formation. 
  
5. 2026 WILL BE THE INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF PASTURES AND SHEPHERDS! 
Five years ago the Government of Mongolia, a Country traditionally consisting of shepherds, suggested an 
International Year of Pastures and Shepherds should be declared. 
The Government of Mongolia, while proposing the theme, underlined that almost half of the terrestrial 
surface consists of pastures, that is  areas where the vegetation consists of spontaneous herbs and shrubs on 
which domestic and wild animals grazed. All human beings benefit from these areas through the products 
coming from animals, tourism, the preservation biodiversity and wild fauna, the renewable energies and 
many other uses and ecosystem services. 
  
PRIZE-GIVING CEREMONY 
The best works by students and schools will be presented  and awarded with prizes in Rome in early May 
2026 during the 51st Meeting on Macroproblems. The prizes will consist of plaques accompanied by 
technological tools and books for libraries. Transport expenses and possible accommodation of a small  group 
of representatives coming from outside Rome will be reimbursed. 
  
ENTRY BY 28th February 2026 
SEND WORKS BY  15 APRIL 2026 with a list of participants and teachers: 
Associazione L’Età Verde, Via San Quintino, 5 Pal.C   - 00185 Roma 
Tel. +390670453308; fax +390677206257; e-mail: etaverde1@gmail.com; website: verde-green.net 
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